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Chairman's Message
by Wayne Finger, Chairman

Our chapter’s meetings are always so revitalizing. My
mind gets filled with new ideas, new opportunities and new people. At
the January chapter meeting in Titusville, I was able to reconnect with old
friends and meet several new collectors. One new acquaintance lives just
a couple miles from my house, but we had never met before. Another
member suggested contacting a collector who might have the parts
needed to restore one of the many projects underway. Other members
generously gave their advice and offers of help for how to approach
rebuilding and repairing my “basket case” projects.
There were instruments at the open houses never seen or heard before.
Some I had read about but never seen. There is something special about
seeing an instrument and hearing it play in person. When the owner tells
the story of how they found it or how they got it to play, the instrument
becomes even more special.
When the music wasn’t playing, the conversation was about every
aspect of the hobby imaginable. We were talking about the instruments,
from the smallest of music boxes to the loudest of band organs. For the
past two chapter meetings I stayed up with the “late crowd” a couple of
nights until midnight. The stories of how people got started in this hobby
are poignant and hilarious at the same time.
So now I have a list of about twenty new fun ideas, people and
instruments to think about. It makes me look forward to attending the
Spring meeting even more.

Membership Dues Were Due
January 1. 2011
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Calendar of Events
Spring Meeting
May 13-15, 2011
Kissimmee, FL
Hosts: Bill and Cyndy Hall
Annual Meeting
August 24-27, 2011
Washington, DC
Host: National Capitol Chapter
Joint Piedmont and Southeast
Fall Meeting
Sept.30-Nov. 2, 2011
Largo, FL
Host: John Martin

EDITOR
Dixie V. Leis

Craig was researching options for the spring 2011
meeting, as Bill Endlein was unable to host the
meeting in the Gainesville area due to Linda’s health.
John Martin will host a joint meeting with the
Piedmont Chapter September 30 - October 2 in Largo,
FL, including an organ rally and a visit to the Largo
Central Florida Railroad (miniature trains). The
winter 2012 meeting will be in New Orleans
(Metairie, LA) hosted by Louis Boyd; in spring 2012
we’ll have a joint meeting with Piedmont in North
Carolina; and Craig will host the fall 2012 meeting in
Tampa. The MBSI National annual meeting will be in
Washington, DC August 23-28, 2011. Craig also
shared a list of things members could do to have fun
and contribute to our meetings. Wayne Finger noted
that although originally the spring 2011 meeting was
planned for April, we could adjust the dates as
necessary.

Minutes of Titusville
Meeting,
January, 2011
by Julie Morlock, Secretary

The winter business meeting of the Southeast
Chapter was held on January 8, 2011 in Titusville,
FL.
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by
Chairman Wayne Finger. He thanked outgoing Cochairs Martin and Marilou van Zanten for their
service to the chapter and presented them with a
plaque and gavel.
The chairman then welcomed new chapter
members Joe and Lynda Berman, and visitors Bill
Koenig and Glynda Ramsey (Judy Miller's aunt).

Treasurer’s Report: Clay Witt reported that as of
December 31, 2010, we had a total of $14,218.93
(checking and money market combined) and no
outstanding bills.

Past Co-chairs Martin and Marilou van Zanten
thanked Wayne and Mary Ellen Myers for their
outstanding work on the exhibit at the Orlando
Science Center, and presented them with a plaque.

Registrars’ Report: Kay Simmons said how happy
she was with the attendance, that registration had
gone well, and reminded the members that maps to
the open houses and restaurant were available.

The minutes of the previous meeting were
approved as published in the last issue of the
Southeast Rag.

Library Report: Moe Goldy had the library
available at the meeting and urged members to make
use of the library.

Membership: Julie Morlock reported that the
chapter currently had 136 memberships, including our
new members (this number did not include four
members who have not yet renewed at National). At
this time, a little over half of our chapter members
have paid their 2011 chapter dues; Julie will follow
up with the remaining members.

Reporting Secretary: Howard Sanford hoped that
everyone had seen the photos of the previous meeting
in both the Southeast Rag and the Journal. Wayne
Finger reminded members to share photos of
meetings with Howard.

Membership Wellbeing: Julie Morlock reported
that Linda Endlein was unable to attend the meeting
due to pain related to her recent brain surgery; Lee
Farmer was doing very well following cancer
treatment but was still unable to be around large
crowds; Don Walsh recently had knee replacement
surgery; and Frank Richmond and Mark Cohn were
not able to travel extended distances. Julie also
reported the deaths of chapter members Ted Leverett
in November and Robert Hill in December. Chapter
members also reported the recent deaths of Walt
Bellum and Coulson Conn. A motion was made and
approved to make donations to the MBSI National
Endowment Fund in honor of Ted Leverett, Robert
Hill and Walt Bellm, as well as Ruth Owen, whose
death was reported at the previous chapter meeting.

Awards: Wayne Finger gave an overview of the
Mason Pace Award (for outstanding contributions in
the field and study of mechanical music) and the Dr.
Joe Bailey Award (for outstanding leadership,
contributions and service to the Southeast Chapter of
MBSI). He noted that we have not given out these
awards in recent years, and that the officers would act
as the Awards Committee, headed by Julie Morlock.

Upcoming Meetings: Vice chairman Craig Darlak
gave a presentation on upcoming chapter meetings:

Nominating Committee: Wayne Finger reported
that, as past chairs, Martin and Marilou van Zanten

Meeting Schedule: Wayne Finger reviewed the
schedule for the day and asked that members split
their attendance between the two open houses.
Rhonda Schuman gave directions to find her home.
Members were reminded to wear their badges at the
Orlando Science Center; Wayne Myers reviewed
directions and opening/closing times, as well as
etiquette for visiting the exhibit.
Committed Reports:
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Keynote Speaker - Ron Bopp, Registration - Bill
Griffin, Mart - David and Carol Beck, Location Peter Kline and Moe Goldy, and Table Decorations Marilou van Zanten. We still need committee chairs
for Workshops, Special Exhibits, Transportation,
Publicity, Audiovisual, Hospitality, Safety and
Security, and Special Projects. Discussion followed as
to whether or not the meeting chairman needed live in
the location of the meeting, and whether we should
look at changing the location. It was decided to keep
the location and that it was not necessary for the
chairman to live in the area.

Minutes from Titusville Meeting, continued from previous page

would take over as head of the nominating committee
for the next officer elections.
Museum Exhibit: Wayne Myers presented a slide
show of photos from the Orlando Science Center
exhibit, noting that, up to this point, they’d had over
8,500 people attend the exhibit, and over half that
number took the tour. He knew of at least three
people who had joined MBSI as a result of the
exhibit. Final costs had come in under budget, even
with the close-down costs. Of the 600 small music
box kits available for sale to those attending the
exhibit, enough had been sold to cover the initial
expense, and each member attending the exhibit on
Sunday would be given one free. Wayne noted that
the Orlando Science Center (which covered
marketing, signage, space and overhead costs for the
exhibit) was extremely pleased with the turnout for
the exhibit and had expressed interest in making it a
yearly event. Wayne thanked everyone involved
(those who built the backdrop, Richard Bair for
maintaining the instruments, those who donated
instruments, and all the docents). Wayne Finger also
expressed his pleasure with the exhibit and all those
involved.

Status of Incorporation and Tax Exemption: Clay
Witt reported that we were incorporated as of January
1, 2011. Applying for tax exemption has been put on
hold until it has been addressed at the trustees
meeting in March. Howard Sanford will follow up
on this issue with the trustees.
New Business:
Richard Bair thanked the chapter for the
opportunity work on the Orlando Science Center, and
is extremely interested in continuing the effort to
raise public awareness of the MBSI. He said that
public interest at the exhibit was “mind boggling.”
Therefore, he presented the idea of using such an
exhibit at state fairs, where we could reach a much
larger number of people. Discussion followed
concerning security, temperature control, costs to rent
space, how many chapter members live near a fair in
order to man it, and other issues. A motion was
made and passed for a committee (Richard Bair and
Wayne Myers) to investigate outreach opportunities
and possible venues, develop marketing data to
promote exhibits (not to exceed $500.00), and present
their report at the spring 2011 meeting.

Discussion ensued concerning the disposition of
the backdrop walls from the exhibit, as National has
expressed interest in keeping them for future use. Joe
Berman, National Museum Chair, thanked Wayne
Myers and the chapter for their effort and support,
and said it was a priority to educate the public about
these instruments and our organization; he will be
talking with Wayne Myers about moving forward
with this concept and will be encouraging other
chapters to follow suit. Wayne Myers had made
arrangements for storage, costing $100.00 per month;
Craig Darlak offered to follow up on another possible
storage alternative. B Bronson stated that National
could cover half the storage costs until the trustees
meet in March and decide what to do; he also
emphasized that exposure to the exhibit will have a
positive effect on membership that will be seen 20-30
years down the road. A motion was made and
approved to store the backdrops until the spring
meeting, with National covering half the storage
costs. Wayne Myers explained that since we came in
under budget, the remainder of the money would be
split with National and we would use our half to pay
the storage fees.

Julie Morlock presented information on the new
group e-mail system: It was set up for the purpose of
informing chapter members of any issues that may
come up between meetings, and to send out
reminders about dues, registration, etc. It is for
information purposes only and is not monitored daily;
if you need to contact officers, use their regular email. It was set up so that it is easily maintained by
the membership chair; it is password protected (only
officers have the password and it can be changed as
new officers are elected); and nothing will be sent out
without the approval of the chairman and/or vice
chairman. All e-mails will be sent “blind carbon
copy” so recipients cannot see anyone else’s e-mail
address.

2014 Annual Meeting: The meeting will be in the
Ft. Lauderdale area, sometime between July and
October of 2014. Wayne Finger reported that we still
needed a chairman to coordinate committees and
planning for the 2014 meeting. So far, we have the
following committee chairs: Treasurer - Clay Witt;
Favors - Martin van Zanten and George Fryer,

Clay Witt reported that he was willing to set up a
chapter website; it would cost $50.00 a year and he
would do all the maintenance. Approval was given
to proceed.
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- continued on next page

Minutes from Titusville Meeting, continued from previous page

Southeast Mart

Member Donald Edwards asked for assistance in
locating a 15 ½ inch Regina that he had given to
someone for repair (it needed a new spring) at a
meeting in Oldsmar, FL in October of 2007; he had
lost the contact information for the repairer and the
box has not been returned. Registration information
from that meeting will be reviewed for possible leads.

$2.00 for each 20 words. Send ads and checks to
Dixie Leis.

DB Musical Restorations

There being no further business to address, the
meeting was adjourned.

David & Carol Beck
Over 25 years experience.
Highly qualified restorers recommended by dealers,
collectors, and international enthusiasts. All work
performed in our shop. Individual cylinder
repinning (over 400 completed so far.)

2014 Annual Meeting Table
Favors

75 Waters Edge Lane
Newnan, GA 30263
Ph. (770) 253-1903
Fax: (770) 253-1903

Martin van Zanten , Favors Co-Chairman

Soon many ideas will be discussed and decisions
made regarding the 2014 MBSI Annual Meeting that
our chapter is hosting. One aspect of our responsibility is to create a table favor. In that regard, some
chapter members have already expressed ideas as to
what the favor should be.

eMail: Beck1903@bellsouth.net
Webpage: dbmusicalrestorations.com

Before we move ahead with the production of an
item, I feel it would be a good plan to get input from
anyone who has an idea for a favor. With this in
mind I am asking interested persons to submit their
suggestions to the Meeting Committee at our
upcoming May meeting, with the goal of having
prototypes to chose from at the fall meeting in Largo,
Florida, September 30 through October 2, 2011.

Born Too Late
Automatic Musical Antiques
William Endlein

Get those creative minds going! Thanks.

MBSI Member Since 1973
Moved to a new location at
21547 NW 154th Place
High Springs, FL 32643

Daffy Definitions
DUST: Mud with the juice squeezed out.
EGOTIST: Someone who is usually me-deep in
conversation.
HANDKERCHIEF: Cold Storage.
INFLATION: Cutting money in half without damaging the paper.
RAISIN: Grape with a sunburn.
SECRET: Something you tell to one person at a
time.
SKELETON: A bunch of bones with the person
scraped off.
TOOTHACHE: The pain that drives you to extraction.
YAWN: An honest opinion openly expressed.

recordedsound@hotmail.com
Visit by appointment (239) 424-0144
3 volume LP set of sound recordings of the collection
of the former Bellm's Cars and Music of Yesteryear.
48 tunes with photos. $25 ppd.

Two elderly gentlemen from a retirement center were sitting on a
bench under a tree when one turns to the other and says: S" lim,
I'm 83 years old now and I'm just full of aches and pains. I know
you're about my age. How do you feel?"
Slim says, I" feel just like a newborn baby."
"Really? Like a newborn baby?"
"Yep. No hair, no teeth, and I think I just wet my pants. "
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Photographs from the Titusville Meeting by Howard Sanford

Treasurer Clay Witt hosted a fun Friday night
open house.

Incoming chairman Wayne Finger presented an
award to Marilou and Martin van Zanten for their
two years of service as co-chairs.

At their Saturday open house Rhonda and Eliot
Schuman pose with one of their musical chalets.

Alice and Wayne Finger hosted a Saturday open
house. Here they show off their KT Special.

Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine in
pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in France. Sweetmeats are candies while
sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find that
quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. And why is it
that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't
the plural of booth, beeth? One goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2 meese? One index, 2 indices? Doesn't it seem crazy that
you can make amends but not one amend? If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but one of them, what
do you call it? If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian
eat? Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the verbally insane. In what language
do people recite at a play and play at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run and feet that
smell? How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? You have to
marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form
by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by going on.
English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human race, which, of course, is not a
race at all. That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible.
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More Orlando Science Museum Photos by Howard Sanford

Wayne Myers shows off an exhibit of atypical
musical instruments.

Here Wayne shows a disc music box. Note the
period soda fountain photo in the background.

The exhibit wasn't limited to little music boxes.
Here are some of the larger ones.

Wayne, his wife Mary Ellen, and Paulette Smariga,
along with their core committee, worked very hard
to make the exhibit the success it was.

Military Humor
An Air Force chief master sergeant and a general were sitting in the barbershop. They were both just getting finished
with their shaves, when the barbers reached for some aftershave to slap on their faces. The general shouted, "Hey, don't
put that stuff on me! My wife will think I've been in a house of ill repute!" The chief turned to his barber and said, "Go
ahead and put it on me. My wife doesn't know what the inside of a house of ill repute smells like."
"Well," snarled the tough old Navy chief to the bewildered seaman, "I suppose after you get discharged from the Navy,
you'll just be waiting for me to die so you can come and pee on my grave." "Not me, Chief!" the seaman replied. "Once
I get out of the Navy, I'm never going to stand in line again!"
Q: How do you know if there is a fighter pilot at your party?
A: He'll tell you.
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Bible Humor
Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth?
A. Ruthless.
Q. What do they call pastors in Germany ?
A. German Shepherds.
Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A. Noah He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation.
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A. Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a Little prophet.
Q. What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible?
A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden in a Fury. David's Triumph was heard throughout the
land. Also, probably a Honda, because the apostles were all in one Accord.
Q.. Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
A. Samson. He brought the house down.
Q. What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no longer lived in in Eden ?
A. Your mother ate us out of house and home.
Q. Which servant of God was the most flagrant lawbreaker in the Bible?
A. Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once.
Q. Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy?
A. The area around Jordan . The banks were always overflowing.
Q. Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the Bible?
A. David He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep.
Q. Which Bible character had no parents?
A. Joshua, son of Nun.
Q. Why didn't they play cards on the Ark ?
A. Because Noah was standing on the deck. ( Groan.)
PS... Did you know it's a sin for a woman to make coffee?
Yup, it's in the Bible. It says . . 'He-brews'

Happy St. Patrick's Day, Passover, and Easter
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