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Calendar of Events

NEVER TOO YOUNG
This photo is of my youngest grandson listening to
the player piano. He doesn't know too many words yet,
but as we walk around the house, he points at the
music machines he wants to hear. So far over the
Holidays he has requested the Weber Duo Art four
times. One time he sat down in front of the piano and
started rocking back and forth to the music and smiling.
He really likes the music, the motion and the physical
presence of the instrument. His favorite instruments are
the Regina 27" upright and the Seeburg KT Special. He requests those at
least half dozen times each day. He starts crying if Papa is too slow to get
them going. Keep in mind - this little tyke is only one year old!
When I was a docent for a day at the MBSI Orlando Science Center
exhibit, it was the teenagers who stood out in my mind. That day a
teenage boy from the Midwest asked me questions for five minutes about
how could he get one of these music machines and who could teach him
to rebuild it. Later in the day another teenager was similarly enthralled
and wanted to try his hand at rebuilding a nickelodeon.
At this year's holiday party, Alice and I showed off the newly restored
KT Special. It now sounds really good and has the original components
back in it because of the outstanding rebuild by Richard Bair. I opened up
the doors to reveal the mechanism. Several adults showed real interest
and they talked with Richard about the mechanism and how it worked.
- continued on page 5

Chapter Dues are Due January 1, 2012
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Winter Meeting
Joint Sunbelt and Southeast
Chapters
March 3-4, 2012
Metairie, LA
Host: Julian Grace
Summer Meeting
Joint Southeast and Piedmont
Chapters
Specifics undetermined
Fall Meeting
Date unconfirmed
Tampa, FL

EDITOR
Dixie V. Leis
6138 Guilford Drive
New Port Richey, FL 34655
(727)375-5860
dixleis@aol.com

of $89.00 per night; tentative plans include Zydeco
entertainment, a crawfish boil dinner, and several open
houses. Our summer 2012 meeting will be a joint
meeting with the Piedmont Chapter in North Carolina,
and the fall 2012 meeting will be in Tampa, FL, with
Craig as host.

Minutes of Meeting
September 30 - October
1-2, 2011, Largo, Florida
by Julie Morlock,Recording Secretary

He encouraged members to spread the word about
upcoming meetings, and shared a newspaper article
about a desk which is opened by music. Martin van
Zanten reviewed information for the day’s activities
in the park, including directions for the monkey
organ rally, parking and train rides. John Martin
offered suggestions for other places to visit and
restaurants for dinner. Wayne Finger reviewed the
schedule for the day; he thanked Dick and Dixie Leis
for hosting the Friday night open house and everyone
who brought a monkey organ for the rally today.

The fall meeting of the Southeast
Chapter was held on October 1, 2011 in Largo, FL.
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by
Chairman Wayne Finger. He introduced new
members Ken Whiting, Carlos and Carolyn Gray, and
Don Schank. He reminded everyone that National
was offering $10.00 off membership fees for new
members who joined within two weeks of the
meeting.
The minutes of the previous meeting (May 14,
2011) were approved as published in the last issue of
the Southeast Rag.

Library Report: Moe Goldy reported that he did
not bring the library with him, but if anyone had
anything to return, he would be happy to take it back.
Wayne Finger encouraged new members to make use
of the library.

Membership: Julie Morlock reported that as of
Oct. 1, 2011, the chapter had 137 members; this
number reflected 16 new members, 8 non-renewals at
the National level, 3 non-renewals at the chapter
level, and 7 member deaths within the last year. Julie
mentioned National’s membership program called
Each One/Reach One New Member, and that
National had added about 100 new members in the
last year. She reminded members that chapter dues
for 2012 were due January 1 and that renewal forms
would be sent out in the next issue of the Southeast
Rag. Julie reported that in the last year, Clay Witt
had set up a chapter website at www.mbsise.org.

2014 Annual Meeting Report: Carol Beck
reviewed plans for the meeting, including the theme
(Wonderful World of Mechanical Music), the hotel
and the dates (Hyatt Regency Bonaventure, October
7-14, 2014); and committees (we still need a chair for
Door Prizes). Home tours are being planned (north
tours are Jancko and Rosenberg; south tours are Bob
Smith, Cole, Schuman and Klein) and we have
several Sunday open houses (Goldy, Duncan and
Sanford). The chapter viewed three choices for a logo
and one was chosen; Carol thanked Dale Koehn for
the art work. Several ideas for a table favor were
viewed and one was chosen; now it will be sent to
National for approval. Carol reminded the chapter
that National recommends that favors cost no more
that $15.00 to construct, and we should expect to
make 300-350.

Membership Well-Being: Julie Morlock reported
that Lee Farmer had passed away on Sept. 16; Rich
and Heidi Poppe had a second son this summer;
Wayne and Alice Finger were expecting a new
granddaughter. The chapter approved a motion to
donate $75.00 each in honor of Lee Farmer, Bernie
Weiser and Fritz Gellerman to the MBSI National
Endowment Fund.

Trustee’s Reports: Howard Sanford reported that
National had a $7,000 deficit for the last year, due to
the economy‘s effect on their investments. As MBSI
will not be creating its own museum, the museum
committee is very pleased with the relationship
established with the Musical Instrument Museum in
Phoenix, AZ, which has one room devoted to
mechanical music. MBSI will be working with them
in an advisory capacity as well as loaning machines.
Wayne Myers reported on the trustees' trip to Valley
Forge, where Nielsen has MBSI instruments on
display and is advertising MBSI. He also reported
that, as there is no support for a traveling exhibit of
MBSI instruments, National will provide instruments
on long term loan at various locations. Wayne
credited Joe Berman and the museum committee for
expanding exposure for MBSI. Wayne is working

Treasurer’s Report: Clay Witt reported that the
chapter had just over $10,000 in checking and money
market accounts combined, which should be
sufficient to carry us through our financial needs for
hosting the 2014 National meeting. For the 2011
year, we spent $491.00 more than we took in due to
extra costs for the May meeting, memorials and
awards. Any member interested in receiving a
complete financial report can contact Clay.
Upcoming Meetings: Vice Chair Craig Darlak
reported that our next meeting will be in March,
2012, in Metairie, LA; dates are still being set. Hosts
Louis Boyd and Julian Grace have arranged for us to
stay at the Doubletree Hotel in Metairie, with a rate
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- continued on next page

- Minutes from 10/1/11, continued from prevous page

on setting up mini-exhibits that can be loaned out to
chapters.
Old/New Business:
Wayne Finger had a report from the Japanese
Chapter available for anyone interested. He reported
that the chapter had been contacted by a woman in
the Miami area looking for someone to appraise her
music box and would appreciate any suggestions.
Also, one of our members had a music box stolen.
Discussion followed as to whether we should post
such issues on the chapter email and/or web posts,
and it was decided to do so.
Margery Sanford reported that she and Howard
sold $450.00 worth of books belonging to Fritz
Gellerman at the meeting in Washington D.C.; the
money will be donated to the chapter. She thanked
Bill Endlein for picking up the books, the Morlocks
for getting them to D.C., Andy and Irene Kaufman
for bringing back the remaining books, and Wayne
Edmonston for his advice. The remaining books
would be on sale at the mart.

Howard Wyman (right) brought his home built Wurlitzer 105 to the Rally. It drew a lot of positive
attention.

Carol and David Beck said they had a box of
AMICA bulletins from the 1960s to the present;
anyone interested could have them.
Craig Darlak
looks quite dapper as he demonstrates his monkey organ - complete with bandmaster and cherubs.

There being no further business to discuss, the
meeting was adjourned.

Photos from the Largo Meeting
Howard Sanford, Photographer

The reason congressmen try so hard to
get re-elected is that they would hate to
have to make a living under the laws
they've passed.

Chairman Wayne Finger didn't let a little thing like a
technical glitch keep him from conducting his usual
professional but entertaining meeting.
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More Photos from the Largo Meeting

Southeast Mart
$2.00 for each 20 words. Send ads and checks to
Dixie Leis.

Moe Goldy brought
a m o n k e y o rg a n
complete with an exo t i c a l l y d re s s e d
monkey, undoubtedly
the handiwork of his
talented wife Elayne.

DB Musical Restorations
David & Carol Beck
Over 25 years experience.
Highly qualified restorers recommended by dealers,
collectors, and international enthusiasts. All work
performed in our shop. Individual cylinder
repinning (over 400 completed so far.)
75 Waters Edge Lane
Newnan, GA 30263
Ph. (770) 253-1903
Fax: (770) 253-1903

eMail: Beck1903@bellsouth.net
Webpage: dbmusicalrestorations.com

At the Mart, Margie
Sanford was selling the
remainder of the Fritz
Gellerman collection of
books. Here she shows
a photo of Fritz and his
long time companion,
Nita Maercks.

Born Too Late
Automatic Musical Antiques
William Endlein
MBSI Member Since 1973
Moved to a new location at
21547 NW 154th Place
High Springs, FL 32643

A man goes to see the Rabbi. R
" abbi, something
terrible is happening and I have to talk to you about
it."
The Rabbi asked, W
" hat's wrong?"
The man replied, M
" y wife is poisoning me."
The Rabbi, very surprised by this, asks, "How can that
be?"
The man then pleads, I"'m telling you, I'm certain
she's poisoning me, what should I do?"
The Rabbi then offers, T
" ell you what. Let me talk to
her, I'll see what I can find out and I'll let you know."
A week later the Rabbi calls the man and says, "Well,
I spoke to your wife. I spoke to her on the phone for
three hours. You want my advice?"
The man said yes and the Rabbi replied, T
" ake the
poison."

recordedsound@hotmail.com
Visit by appointment (239) 424-0144
3 volume LP set of sound recordings of the collection
of the former Bellm's Cars and Music of Yesteryear.
48 tunes with photos. $25 ppd.

4

Welcome, New Members
- Chairman's Message, continued from page 1

Please add the following new
members to your 2011 membership
list.

All this is a great indicator for our hobby. Infants,
teenagers and adults - all ages can appreciate and
enjoy listening to musical machines. I believe if
people see and hear these instruments, some will
bond with these music boxes the way each of us has.
This is an entertaining hobby for people of all ages.

Giseleand Fred Barrett
335 Outback Lane
Rabun Gap, GA 30568
Phone: (706) 746-7172
Email: sweethaven@windstream.net

Keeping this in mind, we in the MBSI need to
expose people of all ages to the music and the
machines. We must express to them that the
machines are fun to own and play. Some of the
people will show interest. We can then help these
people attain their goal of getting an affordable
"starter" music machine. The MBSI can help. I
believe the MBSI represents a person's best
opportunity for encouragement, advice, parts and
musical fellowship.

Carlos and Carolyn Gray
2410 Palo Duro Blvd.
North Fort Myers, FL 33917-6763
Phone: (239) 848-5788
Email: carlos@ragtimepilot.com
Sylvia and Gary Keilty
5806 Dory Way
Tampa, FL 33615
Phone: (813) 855-2676
Email: skeilty@tampabay.rr.com

God bless you and your family in the new year.
Hope to see you in New Orleans in March.
Over 50?

Rob and Anna Prest
347 Quail Pointe Drive
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
Phone: (904) 285-8084
Email: rprest@comcast.net

Q: What can a man do while his wife is going through
menopause?
A: If you’re handy with tools, you can finish the basement. When
you're done you will have a place to live.

Eugene and Maureen Saboda
74 Ridge Avenue
Central Islip, NY 11722
Phone: (613) 234-1659
Email: gemasabo@optonline.net

Q: How can you increase the heart rate of your 50+ year old
husband?
A: Tell him you’re pregnant.
Q: How can you avoid spotting a wrinkle every time you walk by
a mirror?
A: Take off your glasses.

Donald and Alice Scheetz
5210 Woodlawn Circle W.
Palmetto, FL 34221
Phone; (941) 722-9938
Email: donscheetz114@yahoo.com

Q: Why should 50+ year old people use valet parking?
A: Valets don’t forget where they park your car.

Ken Whiting
742 N.E.68th Street
Miami, FL 33138
Phone: (305) 757-5757
Email: kwhiti@aol.com

Q: Where do 50+ year olds look for fashionable glasses?
A: On their foreheads.
Q: What's the most common remark made by 50+ year olds
when entering antique stores?
A: “Hey, I remember this thing!”

Get Well Wishes
The chapter extends its good wishes
to Tom Bristow who had hip
replacement surgery followed a few
days later by heart catheterization in
early December. He is home now and at last report
he was doing well.

"anta Claus has the right idea. Visit people
S
only once a year."
-- Victor Borge
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
Accept that some days you're the pigeon, and some days you're the statue.
Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them.
Always read stuff that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it.
Drive carefully. It's not only cars that can be recalled by their maker.
If you can't be kind, at least have the decency to be vague.
If you lend someone $20, and never see that person again, it was probably worth it.
It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to others.
Never buy a car you can't push.
Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, because then you don't have a leg to stand
on.
Nobody cares if you can't dance well. Just get up and dance.
When everything's coming your way, you're in the wrong lane.
Birthdays are good for you; the more you have, the longer you live.
You may be only one person in the world, but you may also be the world to one person.
Some mistakes are too much fun to only make once.
Don't cry because it's over; smile because it happened.
We could learn a lot from crayons: some are sharp, some are pretty, some are dull, some have
weird names, and all are different colors, but they all have to learn to live in the same box.
A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour.
Happiness comes through doors you didn't even know you left open.
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